
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
17th March 2020 

 
 
Dear parent/guardian,  
 
Further to a number of queries that have been received from students and parents, we are writing to keep you up-
to-date with the latest advice regarding COVID 19. Currently the College remains open and we recommend that 
students, staff and visitors attend their scheduled activities as normal. As you will all be aware, there is an ever-
changing landscape with regards advice and information relating to the current Coronavirus outbreak.  
 

The College is taking specific guidance for places of education from the Department for Education and Department 
for Health and Social Care as well as following all advice set out by Public Health England (PHE). We will be 
continuously monitoring and reviewing the situation on a regular basis. With this situation, new information is 
coming to light all the time and advice given now might be outdated in a few hours’ time so it is important that you 
keep checking the PHE and NHS websites (see below) at regular intervals. 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public  
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/  

 

If you, or your son/daughter present with any of the symptoms associated with Coronavirus (fever or continuous 
cough), have a member of the household with symptoms or have any questions about self-isolation, seek medical 
advice by going online to https://111.nhs.uk . If you do not have internet access then call 111. If you need to 
notify the College of your son/daughter’s absence, follow the normal absence procedures by contacting us using 
the following numbers:  

Nelson: 01282 440293 

Accrington: 01254 389933  

Action we currently are taking: 

• Awareness and hygiene across college 

Through posters, digital messages and tutorial, we are reminding staff, students and visitors of the day to day 

thinks we can do to reduce the risk of spreading germs and viruses, including washing hands regularly. We are 

also asking that all visitors to the College use hand sanitiser which is located around the College buildings. 

Preventative measures include: 

- Washing hands regularly 

- Using hand sanitiser 

- Catch it, bin it, kill it 

- Not to touch eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands 

- Not to share items that come into contact with the mouth such as cups & bottles 

- If unwell do not share items such as bedding, dishes, pencils & towels 

In addition, we are prioritising the cleaning of regularly touched surfaces, for example, handrails and door 
handles.  
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• College trips 

All college trips and visits have been cancelled with immediate effect. This will be reviewed at the end of May.  

 

• Contingency planning 

As the path of the Coronavirus outbreak develops, we will be following advice from Public Health and the 

Department for Education. At some point, this might involve temporary closing of the College on a full/partial 

basis.  

To ensure clear communication regarding any changes to the present situation at College, we will update all 

advice on our social media channels (Facebook, Twitter and Instagram), through student email and on our 

websites at: 

Nelson: https://www.nelson.ac.uk/16-18/coronavirus-advice/  

Accrington: https://www.accross.ac.uk/coronavirus-advice/ 

These will also be the platforms through which we will communicate the end of any temporary closure.  

Continuity of learning for our students is of the highest priority to us all in the event of an individual student or 

number of students being absent from college for an extended period due to the current situation, or a 

government enforced shutdown. Therefore, we are making preparations to provide online or other alternative 

forms of distance learning to prevent the loss of valuable teaching time and ensure students continue to make 

progress. This will be liaised with students via email should the need arise. 

If you have any further questions, email health@nelson.ac.uk.   

Kind regards, 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Amanda Melton 
Principal & CEO 
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